
Palmetto Elementary 

Open House
Welcome to 2nd Grade



Ms. Houchen

This is my 4th year teaching, but only my second year teaching at 

Palmetto Elementary. I have taught Kindergarten, PreK, 5th 

grade, and 2nd grade this year. 



2nd Grade Schedule

Free breakfast is served 

daily, from 8AM-

8:30AM. 

Wednesdays are early 

days and students will 

be dismissed at 2PM. 



Classroom Expectations
 At your chair: get started right away, keep your bottom in the chair, keep 

your chair legs on the floor, and keep your feet on the floor. 

 While working with others: keep your hands to yourself, keep your 

distance, listen to each other, share, and keep your voice levels at a 2. 

 When you need help: raise your hand, quietly ask your friends around 

you, patiently wait for a teacher, and ask your question with kind words. 

 Most importantly….HAVE FUN!!!! 



How we stay safe: 

 Students are required to wear their mask. 

 Please make sure reusable masks are washed.

 Students have hand sanitizer stations. They wash and sanitize their 

hands throughout the day. 

 Please help your child practice safety procedures at home. 



Chromebook Care

 Students should NOT be eating or drinking while on their device, please tell them to walk away 
from their device when they need to do this. This includes candy!!

 Student devices should be on a table or desk. (NOT the floor or bed!)

 Small siblings should not be handling our student’s devices.

 Students should not be walking around their house with their devices, they should have a 
stationary spot to learn. If they need to walk around with their device at any point, they should be 
holding it with BOTH hands and NOT by the screen of the laptop.

 Students will have to pay a fine if they damage their device, even if it is an accident

 Please be sure to charge your Chromebook! Also, student devices are brought to/from school 
EVERY DAY! 

 Please have your child bring a pair of headphones if they have not done so already. 



Frequently Used Apps



Homework
 Homework will be written in student planners

 The purpose of homework is to continue to practice the skills being 

taught in the classroom. 

 The homework will be sent home in student binders. If homework is 

given, it is to be turned in the following day- unless instructed otherwise. 

 I will be sending home papers you can reference to help you and your 

child on the skills being taught. 

 I will send a list of the sight words. We will continue to go over the sight 

words throughout the year. 

 Please have your child read every night for 30 minutes. 



Skyward Grading Scale
You should be able to access your child’s grades in skyward. 

Formative - 40% 
Exit slips, Quick Writes, Classwork, and quizzes.

Summative - 40%
Benchmarks, Reading Levels, Phonics, Sight Words, and You Do.

Participation- 20%
Centers, Experiments, Homework, Rough Draft/ Plans, and Partner 

Work.



Reading

 Palmetto is using the Houghton Mifflin program, Journey’s.

 The 5 areas of reading:

 Phonological Awareness

 Phonics

 Fluency

 Vocabulary

 Comprehension.

 This program is used to provide instruction and used to expose and 

instruct students on grade level.



Comprehension Skills
 Retelling stories using key details and understanding the lesson.

 Describing characters, setting and major events.

 Main topic and key details.

 Describing connections.

 Identifying the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.

 Telling a stories various points.

 Comparing and contrast adventures and experiences of characters.

 Similarities and differences between texts on the same topic.



Math
 Palmetto is using the Houghton Mifflin program, Go Math.

Topics covered include:

 Strategies to Add and Subtract

 Addition and Subtraction Problem Solving

 Foundations for Multiplication through Addition Strategies

 Length in Customary and Metric Units

 Representing Customary and Metric Units

 Time

 Geometry and Concepts

 Money 



Science
Palmetto is using McGraw Hill “Inspire Science”

Topics covered:

 The Practice of Science

 Properties of Matter

 Changes in Matter

 Forces and Changes in Matter

 Forms of Energy

 STEM Challenge

 Earth Structures

 Earth Systems and Patterns

 Organization and Development of Living Organisms

 Heredity and Reproduction

 Interdependence 



Social Studies
Here are the topics covered this year in Social Studies:

 Chronological Thinking

 The World in Spatial Terms

 Historical Knowledge

 Foundations of Government, Law, and the American Political System

 Structure and Functions of Government

 Civic and Political Participation

 Civic and Political Participation; Historical Inquiry and Analysis

 Beginning Economics 



Contact Information

Ms. Houchen

 Class Dojo

 Palmetto Elementary

 407-858-3150 ext 3732332

 School Email:

 elizabeth.houchen@ocps.net

 Write a note and send in your child’s planner 


